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Account of the Revival of Religion at Lymn Wel Pari 
in Connecticut, continued, 


ANY with the ereateft Freedom confe(s'd that 

tho’ they had a Name to live they were dead in 

Trefpafies and Sins: and this not only im pri- 

vate ; butto Numbersat once. They did not 

think itMartter of Offence if their Neighbours beliew'’d them 
when they faid it : they fpake /en/ihy of it, as we might ex- 
peét a condemn’dMalefactor world do if he was going to the 
Place of Execution. “They would folemnly declare ghat they 
never knew what real Union to Curist was ; that they 
were Strangers to fenfible Communion with the Father and 
his Son Jesus, and to the Temper of the Golpel ; and had 
relted exfy with meerly external Communwn, of the 
Form of Godlinefs. ‘Their diftrefs’d Countenances and free 
and frequent Confefhons that they were yet in the Bonds of 
Fniquity together with their Warnings to others, newer to rett 
until they Aémew Curis was formed in them, prov d awak- 
ning to many Profeffors, and put them upon the Search, and 
Inquiry into the Reafons of their Hope ; and fome were 
fhaken off from their o'd Foundation, fuppofing they had bu:'e 
upon the Sand, whilft others had the more Peace in believine. 
The like Effects, fometimes more, and fometimes Jefs ob- 
fervable, continu’d thro’ the Summer. There were alfo 
many Inftances, (and the Number was daily inmeresfing) of 
Perfons fill’d with great Joy and Comfort. "Twas common 
to hear of, andto fee them overcome, and fainting wnder 
high Difcoveries of God reconciled in Curist. Some alto 
I have {een overcome wuh Concern for others ; and feme- 
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times their Concern terminated on particularPerfons that they 
fear’d were in a State of Sin. 
The Converfation of the People in general, was religious, 
If at any Time Neighbours met, the greatA ffairs of Salvation 
were the Subjeét of Difcourfe. In the Streets, in the Fields 
and in private Houfes the Difcourfe was inftrudtive : fome 
enquiring the Way to Life, others in their proper Sphere, en- 
deavouring to help the Diftreffed by their humble Advice and 
Counfel: fome that knew the Terrors of the Lord, would 
perfuade the carelefs, and modeftly recommend the Grace of 
Gop to their Acceptance, from their own Experience of its 
Sweetnefs. -- And as there were frequent Enquiries about the 
Things of infinite Concern, fo there was a great Increafe of 
Knowledge in religious Matters. According to the beft Ob- 
fervation I could make, I believe, the People advanc’d more 
in their Acquaintance with the Scriptures, and a true doctri- 
nal Underftanding of the Operations of the holy Spirit in 
Conviction, Regeneration, and Sandtification, in fix Months 
Time, than they had done in the whole of my Miniftry be- 
fore, which was nine Years.---- Nor was this all, but many 
evidently look’d upon Sin with Abhorrence : they appeared 
to be renew’d in the Spirit of their Minds : Bitterne/s, and 
Wrath, and Anger, and Clamcur, and Evil-{peaking feem’d to 
be put away from them, with all Malice ; TheirFruit was unto 
Holinefs : Love to God and Man, with their genuine Fruits 
were increafing. Rough and haughty Minds, became peace- 
ful, gentle and eafy to be intreated. Lowlinefs, Long-fuffer- 
ing, Forbearance, a courteous Deportment, Beneficence,and 
‘Tender-heartednefs, Meeknefs and Moderation, to all Ap- 
pearance, feem’d to increafe abundantly. And to all thefe, 
we obferv’d a Delight in Chriftian Fellowfhip, in break- 
ing of Bread and in Prayer. I think it can’t be expected that 
Men, in their general Courfe, fhould give clearer Evidences 
ot a Chriftian Temper formed in them, than many did in 
that Seafon : their Faith work’d by Love, and difcover’d it- 
felt in Acts of Piety towards God, Charity and Righteoufnefs 
towards Men, and Sobriety towards themfelves. 
, We had tome fpecial Seafons of divine Influence in that 
Time, both upon converted and unconverted, which I muft 
not now relate: it would make the Account too long ; but 
T can’t pats over our Penticof, on the 11th Day of the fol- 
lowing Od?.der. I preach’d from P/al. 2. 12. upon the Na- 
ture 
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ture and Neceffity of Faith in Curist ; and then admi- 
niftred the Sacrament of the Lord’s-Supper, to near 300 
Souls, as I judge.---’ Twas a Day never to be forgotten ; but, 
I think, ought to be remembred with holy Wonder and Gra- 
titude by all that were prefent. The Houfe of the Lord was 
full of the Glory of the Lord. It pierces me to the Heart, 
that any have ever attempted to throw Darknefs over the rich 
Grace of God that was fo clearly difcover’d ; or to mifrepre- 
fent the graciousEffedts of thofeDifcoveries that were made to 
many.--- Tho’ we had enjoy’d much of the gracious Prefence 
of God in our Affemblies before, yet, I think, never faw fo 
much at any Time ason that Day ; efpecially when the 
Lord’s-Supper was adminiftred, Gop pour’d out his Spirit 
in a wonderful Meafure. J fpake a few Things to the Com- 
municants, as I remember, concerning the mediatorial Ex- 
cellencies and the Love of Jesus Curist, when I] came 
down to the Communion Table and began to break the 
Bread ; and then invited them al] to come to him as well as 
to hisTzble ; and aflui’d them in hisName, that they fhou’d 
be Welcome, to the rich Treafures of his Grace which were 
open and free-to all that wou’d come. I had no fooner 
offer’d fome Things of this Nature in'a few fhort Hints, but 
feveral of the Church cried out in moft bitter Accengs of their 
piercing the Lorp Jesus Curis‘ by their Unbelief, and 
fhew’d the Signs of Diftrefs in their Countenances ; whilit 
many Scores were diflolving inTears. A confiderable Num- 
ber trembled in the Anguifh of their Souls, as tho’ they had 
heard the Thunderings and feen the Lightnings from the thick 
Cloud ; whilft many more began to put onlmmortality,almott, 
in the Look of their Faces. I could not but think that the 
Lord Jefus was come to his Table, and feafting their Souls 
with his Love, difcovering his mediatorial Glories to them ; 
letting them tafte of his Precioufnefs, opening to them the 
myfterious Wonders of his Grace, and the like. But will 
you afk why | entertain’d fuch Thoughts as thefe? I’m wil- 
ling you fhould know the Reafon: Their Looks were ail 
Love, Adoration, Wonder, Delight, Admiration, Humility. 
In fhort, it look’d to me a Refemblance of Heaven ; where 
the fhining Hofts of Angels and glorified Saints are for ever 
before the Throne of God, in the loweft Proftration crying 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God ; thou art worthy to receive Glory 
and Honour, and Power, and Bleffing, and Thank/giving. But 
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fome of thofe in Diftrefs, about the End of the Diftribution 
of theBread, appear’d t) be in aCalm, and before theCup was 
pour’d they feem’d to have a delightful Senfe of fomething 
upon their Minds: Their Looks were changed from Anguith 
to Pleafure andAdmiration, Love and Humility, and the like, 
---] was too much taken up with thefe Things, and fome 
Difcoveries, which I truft, were made to me, with the 
Effects of them, to make any-critical Remarks upon any In- 
decencies : Tho’ fome few not fo well pleas’d with the Ap- 
pearances, have faid that there was one or two Inftances of 
thefe Extraordinaries that were not decent the whole of the 
Time of Adminiftration. One Thing complain’d of as an 
Indecency was that twa Men embraced each other in their 
Arms before the Blefling was given: The Fact, I fuppofe, is 
true ; but others fay ’twas after the Bleffing was given: Nor 
do I think it fo very indecent, 2s fome would reprefent it. 
The venerableDr.Colman,to whom I gave anAccount of it, fays 
in hisLetter to me in thefeWords, * I efteem his,wiz. the Dea- 
* con’s embracing his Neighbour as Praife-worthy. 1 wou’d 
* not have Joy and Love lead Communicants into too much 
‘ /enfitive Freedoms towards one another ;. leaft of all theBre- 
‘ thren and Sifters. Each to thofe of their own Sex may be 
* allowed and approv’d a greatWay,a due Gravity preferv’d.’ 
--- Another Thing complain’d of is Perfons going about the 
Meeting-Houfe in the Sacrament Time. This, I fuppofe, 
was true, that one fingle Perfon who was a Subjeét of thefe 
Influences,did go out of one Pew into another upon fome Oc- 
cafion juft before the Bleffing was given, and fome two or 
three others that, it feems, did not fo well affect the Profpe& 
went round the Body of Seats on one Side of the Houfe, and 
then out of fDoors.---- Bleffed be God thatthere was nothing 
further, than I have related, which has been excepted againft 
as I remember. The general Reverence and Decency of 
Behaviour in the Subjects of this great Grace was indeed ad- 
mirable. I greatly wonder (and defire humbly to blefs God 
for it) that there was fo little in their Conduét which thofe 
who fee not with my Eyes, could lay hold of to expofe the 
Glory of that Day. --- I made Minutes of my Remarks and 
Sentiments, in my Diary ; and find that, upon the beft Evi- 
dence I cou’d gain by converfing with particular Perfons after- 
wards, I had fallen far fhort in my Obfervations at theTime, 
of what was really difcover’d to amany Souls, and-the Power 
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of the Gofpel felt upon their Hearts.--- Many old Chriftians 
told me they had never feen fo much of the Glory of the Lord 
and the Riches of his Grace, mor felt fo much of the Power 
of the Gofpel before: they had never feen fo clearly the in- 
finite Ocean of divine Love ; never been fo fenfible of the 
Love of God to them ; nor had fuch ftrong Love fo clearly in 
Exercife to him. Several of them had the full Affurance of 
Faith, who had been feeking after it for many Years, but 
were denied tillthat Time. New Converts were greatly re- 
frefh’d and quicken’d. --- I can’t doubt whether they had the 
Prefence of the Comforter : ‘Chrift then appear’d more lovely 
than the Princes of this World: They fat under bis Shadow 
with great Delight, and bis Fruit was /weet to their Tujte : 
They were feafted in his Banqueting-Houfe, and his Banner 
over them was Love: They could not fupport themfelves, 
many of them, under the Weight of it, they were fo deeply 
affected with it. Had not Chrift put underneath his ever- 
lafting Arms for their Support, 1 know not, but many would 
have expired under the Weight of divine Benefits.---And be- 
fides all this, I think, we have a good Evidence of the faving 
Converfion of feveral of the Communicants at the fameTime. 
The feveral Difcoveries they gave an Account of, together 
with the Effects thefe Difcoveri’s produced in a Law-Work, 
and atrue Clofure with Jefus Chrift, gave me confiderable 
Hope of it; and along Time fince to obferve their pious 
Life and holy Converfation, confirms my firft Hope that it 
was a Reality and no Deception. --- I’m perfuaded the mar- 
vellous Grace of God appearing at that Seafon, is admir’d by 
Hundreds among us here in Time, and will be much more 
admir’d by the Armies of Saints and Angels throughout Eter- 
nity. --- Chrift came like a Roe or a young Hart ; he look’d 
forth at the Window, and fhew’d himfelf through theLatte/s / 
I never faw fuch a Love-Feaft before! He fpake the Word 
and it was done ; he faid, Rife up, my Love, my fair One,and 
come away ; andlo, the Winter was paft, the Rain was over 
and gone: All invited us to come and partake of the divine 
Joys which the near Approach of the Sun of Righteoufnefs 
produce. O that he would return like a Roe, or a young Hart 
upon the Mountains of BetHer! That he would make Hafte 
to perfect his Loving-kindnefs to us, and not fuffer the Foxes 
to fpoil the Vines which hang with tender Grapes ! 
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Since that Time, we have had many refrefhing Seafons, 
both in public Worfhip and more private Affemblies ; and 
many hopeful Converfions. Nor are publick and private 
Meetings the only Places of thefe Influences and Effeéts ; 
the Clofet, the Field, the Shop, and the Xischen, are all 
Witneffes to them. ”Twas no uncommon Thing for Chri 
tians to be overcome in their private Retirements, as they 
have told me of the happy Seafons ; in Meditation at fome- 
times, and Converfation at others, divine Truth has been 
fet in a clear Light, and they have been made to know 
the Truth, of the Gofpel of the blefled God. But the Work 
has not appear’d, in a general Way, fo powerful fince, as it 
did the firft eight or nine Months ; indeed God gives Witnef 
to the Truth of thefe Things, at Times, more or lefs, unto 
this Day ; and will, 1 truft, until the End. 

The Work, as I obferv’d, began chiefly among"the Youth, 
and fo it has been carried on chiefly among them : But it 
was not among them alone. They left their Sports, and 
grew fick of their youthful Amufements ; the Difeafe (as 
fome call’d it inDerifion)did not ftop here. Many of middle 
and old Age were alarm’d, ‘and fome of them, to Appear- 
ance, favingly converted. Three or four wpwards of fifty, 
two near feventy, and one ninety-three Y ears old, I truft, were 
turned from Darknefs to Light, from the Power of Sin and 
Satan unto God. Several Perfons that were noted for Im- 
morality, and fome others that were not fo openly mark’d 
out, were bro’t to confefs their finful Deeds, not by Con- 
ftraint but of their own Accord, and are now joined in our 
Communion, and I hope, are Chriftians indeed. And there 
are fome few Inftances of the Converfion of thofe that bitterly 
oppos’d the Work at firft: fuch as have gone to hear Ser- 
mons, with Defign, as they confefs, to cavil and oppofe, have 
been taken.---One or two, that fuppofed themfelves conver- 
ted, greatly rejoic’d in the Work at firft, when the People 
were under deep Conviétions:: the Concern they well un- 
derftoed, and tho’t it reafonable, and were pleas’d to fee fo 
much Reformation, they themfelves having gone fo far; but 
when Perfons came to rejoice in God, and to be overcome 
with the Love of God, and to tell of the Excellencies of 

- Chrift, it was all Foolifhnefs to them ; they grew all Enmity 
and Oppofition, but were, afterwards made to fee that they 
“Settled down upon their Reformations ; were Enemies to 
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God themfelves and Strangers to Chrift ; and fince then are 
bro’t to rejoice inGod alfo.--Some others who were under dif- 
trefling Concern at firft, and very forward to promote every 
Thing that feem’d a probable Means of Good, are fince 
turn’d zealoufly averfe to the Work, efpecially to the Com- 
fortsand Joys of Chriftians.---It has been obferv’d by many, 
that fuch as were moft eminent for Religion before, have 
been friendly and forward to encourage this Work; and 
they have been abundantly quicken’d and refrefhed. Several 
of them are fince dead, and went off triumphing over the 
King of Terrors, in full Affurance of Hope. 

Many that were greatly affected and concern’d for a while 
are grown eafy and carele(sas formerly ; tho’ there is aNum- 
ber unto this Day remaining under Convictions.---I don’t re- 
member any two Inftances among us that ever gave me Satis- 
fa€tion of their Converfion, but what ftill manifeft com forta- 
ble Signs of the Truth and Reality of it.--- ’Tis poffible that 
fome may think me fond of Numbers ; and wonder at 
it the rather fince I have met with fo much Difficulty, and 
have had fo many ill Reports fpread abroad concerning the 
Do€trines, it has been faid that I have taught, as well as fome 
other moft abufive Reprefentations of my Character. Yet, 
Jeaving fuch Things to him who will fhortly bring into open 
Light all the hidden Things of Darknefs; 1 think I am 
call’d of God to fay, that if we may give credit to the Ac- 
counts Perfons give of aclear Law-Work, and a Work of 
effeElual Grace wrought upon their Hearts ; after it it has 
been ftrengthened by frequent repeated Accounts of their 
Communion with God, and a fpiritual Converfation and 
good Life, ina general Courfe, for feveral Years together, 
I have Reafon to hope about one Hundred and eighty Souls be- 
longing to this Congregation,have met with a faving Change, 
fince the Beginning of the late glorious Effufion of the holy 
Spirit among us ; befides the frequent, and more than com- 
mon Quicknings and Refrefhings of others that were, hope- 
fully, in Chrift Years before. And, perhaps, we have a 
confirming Teftimony of the Truth of theW ork, above what 
fome others have had, in the vifible MeeknefS, Forbearance, 
Love, Forgivenefs, and the like, with which they have gene- 
rally behav’d themfelves in the Time of injurious Calumnies ; 
when the Work of God, and their per/onal Conduét have been 
mifreprefented. We have had Times of fingular Trial and 
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Temptation : what wou’d try every Vein ia a Man’s 
Heart.---But in all this Day of Difficulty, our mew Convert; 
as well as others, in general, that have fallen in with it, and 
experienc’d it, do generally come forth as Gold from the 
Furnace. 1 would fpeak it to the Praife of free and rich 
Grace that has abounded to them ; and hope they will ever 
carry it in theim:Minds that the Lord has been their Strength 
and their Shield, and their. Helper in a Time of Trouble. 
Let it pleafe God to make all Grace abound to them, that they 
always having all Sufficiency in all Things, may abound im every 
good Work. Let God increafe the Fruits of Love, andHumi- 
lity and Meéknefs ; and enrich them in every Thing to al] 
Righteoufnefs and Charity. Bi ffed be the Ged and Father vA 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who bas chofen them to be holy and wit 
out Blame before bim in Leve. Let them wait ftill for the 
Rain, and cry earneftly for the latter Rain; that God wou’d 
give them enlarg’d Meafures of Grace, and fill them with all 
fpiritual Ble fangs. 

But perhaps, Rev. Sir, you are ready to wonder, and fay 
within yourfelf ; what js all pure at Lyme? Has there been 
nothing from whence thefe formidable Accounts, we have 
had among us about that People, fhou’d arife ? What means 
the unhappy Reprefentations that have been given of us? 

No doubt, Sir, there have been many Vhings amis: I 
tho’: fo from the Beginning, and J think fu fill. The Spirit 
of God has been grieved by Queftions and Strife about Words ; 
b, evil Surmifings and perver‘e Difputings ; by many foolith 
and hurtful Lufts. “The Work of (j00’s Grace has been ep- 
pojed by Perjons underConvidiicus by heir tlanding out againk 
the Calls given them to believe mm the Nome of bom whem he 
has fent, and by Per fons thar have been dif flected to this rich 
Grace.---Some were difpofed to caval and tault the Work and 
all the Meafures ufed for the carrying of it on from theBegin- 
ning. Some I thought a little smtemperate im their Zeal at 
Times, and for feme Things that it was hardly worth while 
to contend about.---] have feen Reaf to alter my own Con- 
du@t wteveral Things. Particularly, to treat thofe that op- 
pofed the Work with greater Candour and Aliddne/s, and tw 
addre/s myfelf to al) Conditions of Men with more Tenderne/s 
‘than | did feveral Times. 


(To be continued.) 
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